FIGURATIVE/CONNOTATIVE DEVICES

A simile is the rhetorical term used to designate the most elementary form of
resemblances: most similes are introduced by "like" or "as." These
comparisons are usually between dissimilar situations or objects that have
something in common, such as "My love is like a red, red rose."

A metaphor leaves out "like" or "as" and implies a direct comparison between
objects or situations. "All flesh is grass." For more on metaphor, click here.

A Synecdoche is a form of metaphor, which in mentioning an important (and
attached) part signifies the whole (e.g. "hands" for labour).

A metonymy is similar to synecdoche; it's a form of metaphor allowing an
object closely associated (but unattached) with a object or situation to stand
for the thing itself (e.g. the crown or throne for a king or the bench for the
judicial system).

A symbol is like a simile or metaphor with the first term left out. "My love is
like a red, red rose" is a simile. If, through persistent identification of the rose
with the beloved woman, we may come to associate the rose with her and her
particular virtues. At this point, the rose would become a symbol.

An allegory can be defined as a one to one correspondence between a series
of abstract ideas and a series of images or pictures presented in the form of a
story or a narrative. For example, George Orwell's Animal Farm is an extended
allegory that represents the Russian Revolution through a fable of a farm and
its rebellious animals.

A personification occurs when you treat abstractions or inanimate objects as
human, that is, giving them human attributes, powers, or feelings (e.g.,
"nature wept" or "the wind whispered many truths to me").

Irony takes many forms. Most basically, irony is a figure of speech in which
actual intent is expressed through words that carry the opposite meaning.
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